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PREFATORY NOTE

Ruskin in the published text of Prceterita, but intended
by him for the projected continuation of it or for its
subsidiary Dilecta.

Among hitherto published biographical studies of Ruskin,
the books which have most authority are Mr. W. G. Colling-
wood's Life and Work of Ruskin and Ruskin Relics.
Every student of Ruskin must feel himself to be under
a deep debt of gratitude to the author of those excellent
books. The literature of Ruskiniana is vast. My biblio-
graphy in the Library Edition of his Works enumerates more
than 1200 items under that head. I cannot honestly say
that I have read every one of those books, pamphlets, and
articles; but I have probably read more of them than most
other persons have. In every case where I have used in-
formation or other material thus derived, I have intended
to express my obligation by reference. If I have anywhere
failed to do so, it is by inadvertence for which I here offer
apology.

The late Mr. George Allen gave me some personal re-
miniscences of his long connexion with Ruskin; and these
have been supplemented, since Mr. Allen's death, by his
diary, extracts from which were made for me by his
daughter, Miss Grace Allen.

I have the pleasant duty of thanking my friend, Mr.
Alexander Wedderburn, for reading the proofs of this book,
for supplying me with several reminiscences of Ruskin, and
for making many valuable suggestions.
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